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== What is a significant impact?

A ‘significant impact’ is an impact which is Iimportant, notable, or of consequence, having regard

to its context or intensity. Whether or not an action is likely to have a significant impact depends
upon the sensitvity, value, and quality of the environment which is impacted, and upon the

intensity, duration, magnitude and geographic extent of the impacts. You should consider all
of these factors when determining whether an action is likely to have a significant impact on
matters of national environmental significance.

== When is a significant impact likely?

To be ‘likely’, it is not necessary for a significant impact to have a greater than 50% chance of

happening; it is sufficient if a significant impact on the environment is a real or not remote

chance or possibility.

If there is scientific uncertainty about the impacts of your action and potential impacts are
serious or irreversible, the precautionary principle is applicable. Accordingly, a lack of scientific

certainty about the potential impacts of an action will not itself justify a decision that the action
is not likely to have a significant impact on the environment.




Critically endangered and endangered ecological communities
Significant impact criteria

An action is likely to have a significant impact on a critically endangered or endangered ecological
community if there is a real chance or possibility that it will:

* | reduce the extent of an ecological community;

* | fragment or increase fragmcntationl of an ccological community, for example by clearing

vegetation for roads or transmission lines;

adversely affcctlhabitat critical to the survival of an ecological community;

modify or destroy abiotic (non-living) factors (such as water, nutrients, or soil) necessary for
an_ecological community’s survival, including reduction of groundwater levels, OII substantial

alteration of surface water drainage patterns;

cause a substantial change|in the species composition of an occurrence of an ecological

community, including causing aldccli.nc or loss bf functionally important species, for example

through regular burning or flora or fauna harvesting;

cause a substantial reduction in the jquality or intcgrit;l of an occurrence of an ecological

community, including, but not limited to:

— |assisting Iinvasivc species, that are harmful to the listed ecological community, to become

established; or

causing regular mobilisation of fertilisers, herbicides or other chemicals or pollutants into
the ecological community which kill or/ inhibit the growth of species in the ecological

community; or

interfere with the recovery of an ecological community.




Schedule 1—Principles of native vegetation clearance

1—Principles of clearance of native vegetation
Native vegetation should not be cleared if. in the opinion of the Council—

it comprises g high 1:vel of diversity of plant species; or

it hassignificance {is a habitat for wildlife; or
it includes plants of a rare, vulnerable or endangered species; or

the vegetation comprises the whole, or a part, of a plant community that is
rare, vulnerable or endangered; or

it is as a remmant of vegetation in an area which has been
extellSively cieared; or

it 1s growing in, or in Izussocia.ﬁon with, a wetland environment; or

iticontributes significantly Io the amenity of the area in which it is growing or
1s 'SM.C\ID UL

the clearance of the vegetation is likely to contribute ‘o soil erosion or salinity
in an area in which appreciable erosion or salnisation has already occurred

or, where such t yet occurred, the clearance of
the vegetation is/likely to cause appreciable soil erosion or salinity; or

the clearance of the vegetation is ]IIEely to cause ieterioration in the quality

surface or underground water; or

the clearance of the vegetation is ]Ikely to cause, or exacerbate, 'he incidence
or intensity of flooding: or

(1)  after clearance the land will be used for a particular purpose; and

the regional NRM board for the NRM region where the land is
situated has, as part of its NRM plan under the Narural Resources
Management Act 2004, assessed—

(A) the capability lmd preferred uses of the land: and

(B) the condition }f the land; and

(1i1) according to that assessment the use of the land for that purpose
cannot be sustained; or

the clearance of the vegetation would cause significant harm to the River
Murray within the meaning of the River Murray Ac 3 or

the clearance of vegetation would cause significant harm to the Adelaide
Dolphin Sanctuary.




Dam Construction (Section 127(3)(d) and 127(5)(a))

Where a Water Allocation Plan applies, the objectives and principles contained within the Water
Allocation Plan should be used as the basis for assessment.

4. Collection or diversion of water flowing in a watercourse, or over land, must not

dversely affect
downstream water depe nde using stream flow duraliom,Jlerginene
periods of no or low flow, or|other such impacisjunlessTt IS part of a Regional Natur

5. Dams shall nutl adversely affect|the environmental flow requirements of ecosystems dependent on

surface water or watercourses.

Location

8. Dams, including dam walls and spillways must not be |located:

b. inareas prone to erosion;

a. in, immediately upstream, or immediately downstream of,Jecologically sensitive areas]

c. on-stream for third order streams of higher; or

where il is likely lojadversely alfecl

lhe migralion ol aqualic biola.
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