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STATE BRACES FOR WATER RATIONING

Seasonss first survey finds Sierra snow levels below normal — again

By Kelly Zito
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Priceies, El Dorado County
— Despite recent storms, state sur-
veyors reported Tuesday that
snow levels in the Sierra Nevada
are below average for this time of
year, making waler rationing al-
maost cerlain in 2009 with Califor-
nia’s water supply in crisis.

The water content of the snow
— the key measurement {or how
much water will flow inlo reser-
voirs — was 83 percent of normal

in Tuesday’s survey, officials said,
indicating a moderately dry start
to the snow season after two con-
seculive dry years,

“Over the last two weeks, the
snow has been good and there
have been some strong storms,”
said senior state metearologist
Elissa Lynn. “Bul we're certainly
nol al any poinl yel in making up
for the deficit from the last two
years.”

In a Quffy, white field at an ele-
vation of 6,800 feel near the base of
the Sierra-at-Tahoe ski resort off

Highway 50, officials took the first
measurement of the season: 10
inches of water content in 41 inch-
es of snow, Normal water content
for that location is 12 inches this
lime of vear.

The information will prove
critical to water managers around
the state because California’s wa-
ler system is crumbling under the
pressure of a booming state pop-
ulation, aging infrastructure, on-
going environmental battles and a
two-year drought
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Sierra snow levels

Here are measurements, including Tuesday's, at 6,800-foot-elevation
Phillips Station taken in late December or early January each year:
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Seminar Synopsis =

1. Intro to Southern California’s water supply:
— Metropolitan Water District ~ Yr 2020 portfolio

— Two bulk surface water supplies:
o State Water Project
 Colorado River Aqueduct

2. Independent Reliability Analysis:
— Is MWD’s Yr 2020 portfolio reliable?

— What happens to reliability if MWD doesn’'t meet the
2020 target portfolio?
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| ’-,;f_.'j California’s Water Geography

e Majority of precipitation in
the North

2 ik , e Large population centres
Framciseo S X Lr In the SOUth



State Water Project (SWP):

e Sacramento ) )
« San Joaquin } Bay-Delta

Colorado River Aqueduct:
(CRA)

Bay-Delta:

* Physically vulnerable estuary
environment

» Low-lying, protected by levee system

 Offtake point for SWP is at the mercy of
natural influences

Red = State Water Project
Yellow = Federal Water Project s
Green = Local Water Project Disgo
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Metropolitan Water District (MWD)

 Consortium of 26 cities & water districts in Southern California

« Supplying 18 million people in LA, Orange, San Diego, Riverside,
San Bernardino and Ventura counties

« Largest supplier of municipal water in the world

* Mostly urban consumption

« MWD enters contracts for bulk water from State Water Project &
Colorado River Aqueduct
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Destination LA

_ Construction Conveyance
Source: T : _
Period: Distance:
1. Colorado River Aqueduct 19305 242 miles
(CRA) (389.6 km)
: 444 miles
2. State Water Project (SWP) 1960s (717.8 km)







